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on being assured that " not a mouse " has been stirring,
he bids him good night with the parting request that if
he meets Horatio and Marcellus he will " Bid them make
haste" Now this attitude of Bernardo's is, at first sight,
a small matter, but such delicate and highly significant
notes are of the utmost value from the point of stage-
craft. The mere fact that Bernardo appears to be
in a condition of high nervous tension over something
of which the audience are quite ignorant, piques and
arouses their curiosity at once.
I approach another and a much more debatable
question.
Were either Hamlet or Ophelia aware that the King
and Polonius were eavesdropping during their inter-
view with each other ? personally, I hold strongly to the
view that neither of them knew. Let me briefly recall
the situation to you. The King and the Court are much
concerned about Hamlet's mental condition. Rosen-
crantz and Guildenstern have been set on to ascertain
whether the madness is genuine or assumed, and in either
case to discover, if possible, its mysterious cause. They
have failed. Polonius still adheres to his theory that
the madness is real and is occasioned by love for his
daughter Ophelia. The King is sceptical but consents
to put his Councillor's theory to the proof and agrees
to be present at an interview which he and Polonius
have contrived between Hamlet and Ophelia, themselves
being meanwhile hidden behind the tapestry. To this
end he and Polonius have sent for Hamlet. "Sweet
Gertrude," he says to the Queen, " leave us too,
"For we have closely sent for Hamlet hither
That he, as 'twere by accident, may here
Affront Ophelia."
I want you to observe the King's exact words, because
I shall have occasion later to remind you that Hamlet
had been sent for. In obedience to the summons, Hamlet
comes, and on his way falls to ruminating on life and
eternity in the famous soliloquy beginning " To be or